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SUB J : WHALING NATIONS NOT MEMBERS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION 

REF STATE A-805 

1 . E/C COUNSELOR SPOKE WITH MURRAY THORNLEY 
OF UN DIVISION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ABOUT DESIRABILITY OF NZ MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION (IWC). 

THORNLEY SAID HIS OFFICE WAS PREPARING A BRIEFING PAPER 
FOR MINISTERIAL CONSIDERATION ON POSSIBLE GNZ 
MEMBERSHIP. 

2. HE SAID THE GNZ OBSERVERS TO THE JUNE 1975 

IWC MEETING STRONGLY RECOMMENDED GNZ JOINING IWC. 

HE SAIDTHERE IS SOME CONCERN IN GNZ CIRCLES THAT 
IF THE MEMBERSHIP OF NON-WHALING NATIONS BECOMES 
TOO LARGE, SUCH IMPORTANT WHALING COUNTRIES AS THE USSR 
AND JAPAN MAY FEEL THE BALANCE BETWEEN WHALING AND 
NON- WHALING NATIONS COULD SHIFT AGAINST WHALING 
NATIONS AND THEIR INTERESTS MIGHT SUFFER. 

LACKING BACKGROUND OR GUIDANCE EMBASSY OFFICER 
DID NOT COMMENT ON THIS POINT. HE DID, HOWEVER 
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IWC AND GNZ'S NATURAL INTEREST IN MATTERS HANDLED 
BY IWC BECAUSE OF NZ'S PROXIMITY TO ANTARTIC WHALING 
GROUNDS. 

3. THRONLEY WILL INCLUDE IN BRIEFING PAPER WHICH 
IS BEING PREPARED MENTION OF EMBASSY'S APPROACH. 

HE PROMISED TO KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED OF GNZ 
DICISION, WHICH COULD BE FAIRLY SOON AS, IF GOVERNMENT 
DECIDES TO JOIN, IT WOULD WANT TO ATTEND NEXT SCHEDULED 
MEETING. 
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